
 

Driving without insurance – the legal 

consequences 

Driving without insurance could have dire consequences for a driver – including drivers whose 

car insurance policies have lapsed and not been renewed. 

Some of the provisions of The Road Safety Act 2006, which came into force on 18 August 2008, 

and which amend the Road Traffic Act of 1988, mean that uninsured drivers now face 

conviction and a potential custodial sentence of up to two years where they cause death. This is 

quite separate from a charge of causing death by careless driving; conviction for this offence 

could result in a sentence of up to five years under the new legislation. 

The Road Safety Act 2006 has potentially enormous consequences for everyone. Anyone who 

causes death while driving as an uninsured driver is looking at the possibility of up to two years 

in prison. What is critical about this is that the offence has got nothing to do with causing death 

by careless, inconsiderate or dangerous driving. In other words, simply being involved as an 

uninsured driver in a car accident resulting in a fatality could result in the driver facing a 

criminal trial. 

The consequences for drivers involved in such incidents can be severe and range from 

imprisonment, the loss of jobs and careers, loss of earnings and marital and relationship break-

ups. It is all too easy to overlook the expiry of a policy and fail to renew it with immediate effect. 

As of now, such a delay could prove costly: the very act of not having a valid policy would in 

most cases where a driver caused death, while driving uninsured, lead to prosecution and a 

potential custodial sentence. 

All motorists should check the expiry date of their policies. The consequences of having an 

expired policy are now potentially ruinous to an individual’s future. A person who does not 

have a car insurance policy and who is involved in an accident in which a person dies 

could now be facing up to two years in prison. Such drivers will now suffer the same 

penalties as unlicensed or disqualified drivers who also face a potential custodial sentence of up 

to two years in prison under the new provisions of the Road Safety Act 2006. 


